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Abstract
The 4H Small Animal Orientation Brochure strives to answer the questions a prospective
4H member might have about completing a small animal project from where to begin to the final
presentation of showing your project at the County Fair. This way they can make an informed
decision about joining 4H to complete a small animal project. This brochure was reviewed by 4H
leaders in Gooding County.
Keywords: Informative, simplistic, 4H, and comprehensive
Introduction to your Capstone Project.
Currently each 4 H small animal project has a comprehensive “how to” packet for
someone who is familiar with 4H. This Small Animal Orientation Brochure will explain the steps
to someone who is not familiar with 4H. This way they can make an informed decision about
joining 4H to complete a small animal project which begins April first and ends when they show
at their County fair. Since many small animals are not auctioned off or sold (occasionally people
will privately sell rabbits, poultry, and cavy at the fair) the family then has a new, or previously
existing now well trained, pet to take care of past fair week.
Section 1: Innovative Approach
This Small Animal Brochure explains the steps:to someone who is not familiar with 4H,
from contacting your 4 H office to finding out about 4H leaders and projects in your area, how to
handle, care for, and show the animal, then off to fair. With a comprehensive, colorful brochure
they are able to skim the bullet points and read the descriptions when they have time.
Pet ownership is a lifelong commitment to the animal. In 4H with a small animal project
this commitment is taken to another level by feeding and caring for the animal, learning about
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heath care, handling, practicing, and showing the animal are involved. Small animal projects
educate youth on the importance of a comprehensive understanding of their animals' whole
being, how they think, how to train them, basic needs (food/nutrition, water, shelter/housing, and
love). Children develop a deeper connection with a pet they invest their time and energy into.
My approach was to create a brochure that doesn’t exist. It details how to find your
extension office, pick your small animal project, and move forward with it to fair. I outlined
resources that are available in the extension office to this project. Thus making it easier for
anyone to understand and feel welcome to join their nearest 4H club to exhibit and even sell a
small animal project.
Section 2: Emotional Intelligence
I’m aware that there are people out there who are unfamiliar with 4H and unaware of
what goes on in 4H. This orientation brochure will give them a quick overview of a basic small
animal project which their child can complete. The animal will be a new addition to the family,
unless they already have the small animal they plan to show. Adding a small animal to the family
fosters responsibility (taking care of another life other than your own.) , empathy (the hamster
fell off the wheel, ouch), understanding (the dog has to go out to potty or else he’ll go in the
house), and love (the rabbit is adorable, soft, and likes to snuggle.)
My audience is children and their guardians. For example anyone who might walk into
the 4 H office to inquire about what is 4H can take a brochure. If a grandparent is wondering
how can my child be involved in 4H? This brochure is geared to new members, not the member
who knows about 4H..
My research is for others. It gives them quick, concise information on how to begin a
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small animal project in 4H if you have never been involved in 4H before. This will benefit the
new member and the office staff by explaining what is involved in a 4H small animal project.
Since the brochure has all of the needed information and resources in it people who are interested
will know what the next step is. Sometimes new members feel like they are scrambling around in
the dark and unsure of who to ask for assistance. This brochure tells them the resources that are
available.
Section 3: Creative Thinking
Since I enjoy socializing, marketing, and helping others, this brochure was rewarding
and allowed me to strengthen friendships at the 4H extension office. It has lots of simplicity, and
a concise flow that is filled with pictures. Initially I thought it would be very wordy, now I have
bullet points, which is great! The bullet points reduce the time needed to skim over the brochure
while absorbing key concepts. With the pictures and colors appealing to children and the content
to the point for adults I have successfully marketed to my most valuable stakeholders.
The children must be excited about doing the small animal project for 4H is for our
youth, ages 6-18. Involved adults are leaders, volunteers, and parents. They may have found
memories of what they learned in 4H as a youth then pay it back by giving their time to the next
generation. My brochure is meant to spark an interest in children, “Yes, I want to do a small
animal project. I will be responsible for this ______ (dog, rabbit, cavy, cat’s) life.” Then explain
what is involved for the project to their guardian.
Section 4: Your Innovative Solution
The 4 H Small Animal Orientation Brochure is a completely new product/ offering, as far
as I can tell. I’ve asked County extension agents and employees if they’ve ever heard of one.
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With everyone’s answer being, “No” I followed a template for a brochure. Keeping the idea
simple with bullet points and taking very little time to read through. Then if a small animal
project interests a member they can get more information from the extension office and their 4 H
volunteer.
To have done this differently with different results I could have surveyed people who
know very little, if anything about 4H to see what they would like to know in an orientation
brochure. I could have added quotes from small animal 4 H members who have shown small
animals.
This brochure explaining a 4H small animal project will not take more than 10 minutes of
someone’s time. It explains how you can get involved, the contacts and resources necessary to
join 4H, the various animal projects, and that fair is what you are working towards. Some
projects can go to the fair for years, for instance a cat. Since you don’t sell your cat in the auction
at the fair. A child might sell their chicken by putting a price on the cage.If you walk into a 4 H
County Extension office there are brochures, booklets, and a variety of other information for you
to choose from on subjects that interest you. This brochure can sit among them. You could take a
handful of them into a community that knows nothing about 4H and pass them out for people to
understand what 4H is about. This brochure spoon feeds all of the information to you.
Section 5: Results
I was pleased with my results. Why? I did not grow up in a 4H household. 4H wasn’t
offered in my town. I’m a first generation 4H parent with first generation children in a club
“Beat’em ALL” that has been led within the same family for four generations, founded in 1929.
I’m proud to be surrounded by so many seasoned veterans, many generations in the club are
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multigenerational as well. I value their opinions and am a bit intimidated by their knowledge of
the organization. For them to critique the brochure was good.
Three stakeholders/4H leaders looked at the brochure. One of them said they like the
pictures and lay out. They felt the content needed to go into more depth, that a brochure wasn’t
enough. A newer leader, this is her first year, said it would be beneficial for her cloverbuds
parents, yet it’s too complicated for a cloverbud themselves (ages 6-8). A multi-generational 4H
stakeholder thought I should add more shades of green (4H’s color), take a couple of pictures
away in order to add information, and put University of Idaho’s information on there as well as
some of the other websites that are available with 4 H information. Since Idaho’s 4H link is U of
I it would make sense for them to be on the pamphlet.
The benefit of completing this project is there is now a new resource to hand out to new
club members. For stakeholders running large clubs this brochure can replace having to repeat
oneself in explaining what a small animal project is. Plus 4H is a Federal Organization, this
brochure can be used by any 4H club in any state.
Over all the 4H Small Animal Orientation Brochure is a positive piece of information.
Since it provides an overview of how to get started in 4H, possible different small animal
projects feeding, care, housing, and showing all working toward showing your animal at fair.
This brochure is here to answer basic questions for someone who has no clue about the
possibility of 4H or a small animal project. Moving forward it is a template my stakeholders can
utilize for other areas in 4 H such as large animals, sewing, cooking, etc.
Section 6: Different Approaches
A survey to find out what everyone in 4H would like to see in a small animal brochure
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before beginning the project would have resulted in a few additions and subtractions to the
brochure. A short, 5 minute video slide presentation would have been another way to present
this. I could see doing this with each project offered in 4H. A verbal presentation to our club, so
in front of a live audience, recorded, then posted on Youtube is another way this project could
have been completed.
Section 7: Conclusion
I learned the 4H Orientation packet could have been written in several different forms, a
brochure, small booklet, or a flier (front and back). Initially I envisioned it containing a lot more
information. I thought I’d include instructions on care, feeding, housing, and showing
individually for each animal. Yet in the back of my mind I clearly saw this as an introduction, not
an owners manual. As I began putting the contents together I realized my introduction was out of
control. This project was to me an opportunity to introduce 4H, briefly explain a small animal
project, and to excite the current or future 4H member and their family about completing a small
animal project.
Stakeholders; Gooding County U of I 4H office staff, 4H Leaders, and 4H Volunteers
benefit from this project by now having an introductory brochure to hand out to new current 4H
members and potential members increasing 4H awareness.
New members benefit from this project the most! They now have a clear, introductory
brochure for a 4H small animal project that walks them through what 4H is about and how a
small animal project is completed. This brochure can increase membership and understanding of
4H.
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I benefited from doing the research for this brochure, which meant more time around the
4H office getting to know the staff, more time reading about small animal projects unfamiliar to
me and how to show them (my daughter’s have been doing dog and cat projects for several
years.) Ultimately the completion of this project completes the MultiDisciplinary Studies
Bachelor of Arts degree for me in MDS 495.
I summarized the project in a paper for it is the most clear and efficient way for me to
organize my thoughts. In writing a paper I was able to look back at my project more clearly than
the pressure of a slide show video. In a video I’d be focusing on the filming, which slide I’m on,
and what I’m saying next. A paper gave me time to write and mull over my thoughts then add
and subtract as needed.
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